
 
 

PASTORAL LETTER 
 

Solemnity of Corpus Christi 

17th and 18th June 2017 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

 

On this Solemnity of Corpus Christi, the liturgy of the Church focuses our contemplation 

on the great gift that the Lord has given to his Church: the gift of his Body and Blood in 

the Eucharistic Sacrifice. The Eucharist is, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, 

“…the source and summit of the Christian life …For in the blessed Eucharist is contained 

the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch”i. 
 

I want to let you know that next year, from 7th to 9th September 2018, Catholics from across 

England and Wales will gather for a National Eucharistic Congress and Pilgrimage in 

Liverpool. This event is being organised under the mandate of the Bishops’ Conference 

and has been given the title ‘Adoremus’, ‘Let us adore’, to call us to renew our faith in the 

real presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

The Congress and Pilgrimage will create a special opportunity to reflect anew on the 

centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the Church and encourage Eucharistic Adoration in 

parishes, schools and in Catholic Colleges and Universities. It will also aim to provide 

practical resources to aid prayer and contemplation before the Blessed Sacrament; to assist 

in the formation of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion; and, to equip parish 

catechists and chaplains in schools, hospitals and prisons.  
 

Why is this gathering being called a Congress and Pilgrimage? Well, the word Congress 

originates from a Latin word which means ‘to meet together’ or ‘to walk together’. These 

characteristics of meeting and walking together call to mind the accounts in the Gospels of 

Our Lord walking with his Apostles and followed by his disciples. They evoke as well, the 

account of Our Lord, after his resurrection from the dead, appearing to two of the disciples 

as they walked along the road to Emmaus, and how he revealed himself to them in the 

‘breaking of bread’. 
 

Meeting and walking together also recalls the tradition of pilgrimage; men and women 

journeying together in faith. So, representatives of the clergy, religious and the lay faithful 

from every walk of life, travelling from all the dioceses of England and Wales to meet 

together in prayer, contemplation and adoration of the Eucharist, will embody in one place 

and time the hope of the Church that the whole world might turn its gaze to the Lord 

Jesus so as to taste and see his goodness and love. 



 

In today’s Gospel reading from St John, we heard Our Lord say to the crowd, “I am the 

living bread which has come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for 

ever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world”. There were many 

in the crowd who could not accept this teaching and even some of his disciples stopped 

following him. But Our Lord insisted, “My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 

He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I live in him”. May we, his 

disciples today, always accept this teaching and never cease to follow him. 

 

The Church’s teaching about the real presence of the risen and glorified Lord in the 

Eucharist is ‘the sum and summary’ii of our Catholic faith. It is a teaching that calls us into 

an intimate union with Christ; a union which means that he lives in us and we live in him. 

It is a teaching which helps us to understand that whenever we celebrate the Eucharist, or 

when we are in a Church or Chapel where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in a 

Tabernacle or exposed for adoration, we are in the presence of him before whom even the 

holy Angels veil their faces.  
 

The National Eucharistic Congress will invite us, ‘Adoremus’, to adore the Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament and to renew our reverence and love for him. It will remind us also that 

in adoring him we receive a new impetus for evangelisation and mission; to go out into the 

world and make Christ known to all those we encounter in our lives. 
 

Adoring Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, whether in the Tabernacle or in Eucharistic 

Adoration, is a form of prayer and devotion in which we can all participate. It is a time of 

quiet and of calm. It is a time of rest for troubled spirits and a balm for the wounds we 

encounter in our lives. It is a moment to give thanks for the blessings of life and an instant 

where the Lord of Life reaches out to us and reveals to us the burning love of his Sacred 

Heart. 
 

‘Adoremus’, Come let us adore! Let us adore the living Bread, the Lord of Life. This is the 

invitation we receive on this Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 Marcus 

Bishop of Leeds 

 

 

Given at Leeds on the 9th June 2017 and appointed to be read in all Churches and 

Chapels of the Diocese on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, 17th and 18th June, in the 

Year of Our Lord 2017 

 
                                                             
i Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1324 
ii Ibid., 1327 


